EXAMPLES OF LAWS AND POLICIES

EXCERPTS OF GEORGIA CODE § 19-7-5.
Reporting of child abuse; when mandated or authorized…
Copyright 2012 by The State of Georgia All rights reserved.
TITLE 19. DOMESTIC RELATIONS
CHAPTER 7. PARENT AND CHILD RELATIONSHIP GENERALLY
ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS O.C.G.A. § 19-7-5 (2012)
(a) The purpose of this Code section is to provide for the protection of children whose health
and welfare are adversely affected and further threatened by the conduct of those
responsible for their care and protection. It is intended that the mandatory reporting of such
cases will cause the protective services of the state to be brought to bear on the situation in
an effort to prevent further abuses, to protect and enhance the welfare of these children,
and to preserve family life wherever possible. This Code section shall be liberally construed
so as to carry out the purposes thereof.
***
(c)(1) The following persons having reasonable cause to believe that a child has
been abused shall report or cause reports of that abuse to be made as provided in
this Code section:
***
(H) School teachers;
(I) School administrators;
(J) School guidance counselors, visiting teachers, school social workers, or
school psychologists certified pursuant to Chapter 2 of Title 20…. [emphasis
added]
****
(2) If a person is required to report child abuse pursuant to this subsection because that
person attends to a child pursuant to such person's duties as an employee of or volunteer at
a hospital, school, social agency, or similar facility, that person shall notify the person in
charge of the facility, or the designated delegate thereof, and the person so notified shall
report or cause a report to be made in accordance with this Code section. An employee or
volunteer who makes a report to the person designated pursuant to this paragraph shall be
deemed to have fully complied with this subsection. Under no circumstances shall any
person in charge of such hospital, school, agency, or facility, or the designated
delegate thereof, to whom such notification has been made exercise any control,
restraint, modification, or make other change to the information provided by the
reporter, although each of the aforementioned persons may be consulted prior to the
making of a report and may provide any additional, relevant, and necessary information
when making the report. [emphasis added]
***
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(e) An oral report shall be made immediately, but in no case later than 24 hours
from the time there is reasonable cause to believe a child has been abused, by
telephone or otherwise and followed by a report in writing, if requested, to a child
welfare agency providing protective services, as designated by the Department of Human
Services, or, in the absence of such agency, to an appropriate police authority or district
attorney. … Such reports shall contain the names and addresses of the child and the child's
parents or caretakers, if known, the child's age, the nature and extent of the child's injuries,
including any evidence of previous injuries, and any other information that the reporting
person believes might be helpful in establishing the cause of the injuries and the identity of
the perpetrator. Photographs of the child's injuries to be used as documentation in support
of allegations by hospital employees or volunteers, physicians, law enforcement personnel,
school officials, or employees or volunteers of legally mandated public or private child
protective agencies may be taken without the permission of the child's parent or guardian.
Such photographs shall be made available as soon as possible to the chief welfare agency
providing protective services and to the appropriate police authority. [emphasis added]
(f) Any person or persons, partnership, firm, corporation, association, hospital, or other
entity participating in the making of a report or causing a report to be made to a child
welfare agency providing protective services or to an appropriate police authority pursuant
to this Code section or any other law or participating in any judicial proceeding or any other
proceeding resulting therefrom shall in so doing be immune from any civil or criminal
liability that might otherwise be incurred or imposed, provided such participation pursuant
to this Code section or any other law is made in good faith. Any person making a report,
whether required by this Code section or not, shall be immune from liability as provided in
this subsection.
(g) Suspected child abuse which is required to be reported by any person pursuant to this
Code section shall be reported notwithstanding that the reasonable cause to believe such
abuse has occurred or is occurring is based in whole or in part upon any communication to
that person which is otherwise made privileged or confidential by law; provided, however,
that a member of the clergy shall not be required to report child abuse reported solely
within the context of confession or other similar communication required to be kept
confidential under church doctrine or practice….
(h) Any person or official required by subsection (c) of this Code section to report
a suspected case of child abuse who knowingly and willfully fails to do so shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor. [emphasis added]
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