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http://www.sociology.org/columnists/michael-

sosteric/the-emotional-abuse-of-our-children-

teachers-schools-and-the-sanctioned-violence-of-

our-modern-institutions: 

 

Emotional abuse of children can result in 

serious emotional and/or behavioral 

problems, including depression, lack of 

attachment or emotional bond to a parent 

or guardian, low cognitive ability and 

educational achievement, and poor social 

skills. One study which looked at 

emotionally abused children in infancy 

and then again during their preschool 

years consistently found them to be 

angry, uncooperative and unattached to 

their primary caregiver. The children also 

lacked creativity, persistence and 

enthusiasm. Children who experience 

rejection are more likely than accepted 

children to exhibit hostility, aggressive or 

passive-aggressive behavior, to be 

extremely dependent, to have negative 

opinions of themselves and their abilities, 

to be emotionally unstable or 

unresponsive, and to have a negative 

perception of the world around them. 

.... There’s lots of way to motivate people 

without resorting to either physical or 

emotional abuse. 
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